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which it was entitled, and then saying, 'Here is our demand, — we will not 
relax one iota of what we claim, — we will refer to no intermediate tribuual 
whatever, — we are the sole judges of what we require, — and if you do not pay 
all we claim, we will blockade your ports until we compel you.' " 

" In taking this course, she manifests a growing inclination to be at her old 
tricks again. She seems already to have forgotten the terrible lesson taught 
her in 1814-15. She has recommenced her imperious dictatorship, though, to 
be sure, on a petty scale. Louis Philippe is in a fair way to earn the unenvi- 
able title of Napoleon the Little, the puissant assailant of small and juvenile 
states. France, at this very moment, is waging against Mexico as unjustifiable 
a war as any she ever waged under Napoleon himself, — as any ever waged 
under the banners of mad ambition at any period. It now remains to be seen, 
whether this mode of national procedure, so like that of barbarian times, is to 
be countenanced in the present age. If a nation can at this day make unjust de- 
mands of another, and enforce those demands without rebuke from any quarter, 
wherein are we in advance of the ages of barbarism ? Nations should look to 
this matter. They should, for the common weal, set their faces against every 
thing bordering on aggression; for peace can be secured only by being founded 
on justice. I will not say, that the scenes of 1814-15 should be reexhibited. I 
say not, that Europe in arms should again present herself before the walls of 
the French capital. But this I say; that the nation that will so disregard the 
spirit of the age as to embark in war manifestly unjust, and spurn all disinter- 
ested and philanthropic overtures, on the part of friendly nations, to effect a 
reconciliation, outrages the universal sense of right, and should be ejected from 
the community of civilized nations, as a barbarian power. All nations should 
refuse intercourse or communication with a power that will thus wantonly and 
wickedly bring upon any people the tremendous evils of war. If the murder 
of one man makes a villain, and subjects him to the execrations of his race, 
what terms can express, what mind conceive, the blackness of that turpitude, 
the profundity of that wickedness, that will deliberately plunge peaceful nations 
into an unjust war, sacrificing the lives of thousands on thousands, and filling 
the world with mourning, lamentation and wo ? Talk of the atrocity of 
brigands and pirates! In an unjust war, you see brigand armies, instead of 
robber bands, and pirate fleets, instead of solitary corsairs. Every such soldier 
is a robber, every sailor a pirate, and every death a murder. Is a murderer a 
villain? Is a pirate an execrable outlaw? Then what is the wholesale murderer 
and pirate that wages aggressive war, and robs and murders nations ? What, 
but a wretch for whom the whole black vocabulary of damnatory epithets is 
quite too meagre to furnish an appropriate name." 

Such is war; and yet this custom, founded on the very principle of making 
might the arbiter of right, is regarded by not a few as a tribunal of justice, 
as the only way to prevent or redress wrongs, and to secure an equitable ad- 
justment of difficulties between nations ! 



CIVIL WAR IN SPAIN: 

BRITISH PHILANTHROPY INTERPOSING TO ARREST ITS HORRORS. 

Few are aware how far the civil war in Spain has extended its ravages, or 
what atrocities and horrors have marked every month of its progress for years. 
It was supposed long ago to have destroyed nearly half a million of lives; and 
the calamities attendant upon its course, are quite inconceivable by those who 
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have never witnessed the enormities of such a conflict. Christendom has hith- 
erto looked upon this contest very much as an unconcerned spectator; but the 
friends of humanity in England have at length awaked from this strange apathy, 
and addressed to her Majesty's cabinet the following memorial, signed by the 
mayor of London, nearly all the board of aldermen, and a large number of 
the most respectable citizens. We notice the movement as another cheering 
indication, that war is fast coming under the cognizance and ultimate control of 
public opinion. 

"My Lords, We have the honor to entreat the most earnest consideration 
of your lordships to the appalling condition of the Spanish people. We have 
been brought together, without reference to political or personal opinions, for 
the expression of one sentiment common to us all. War, even when waged 
in a righteous cause, against foreign aggression, and under the conventional 
usage of civilized nations, is a desolating scourge; but civil strife, where the 
children of the same soil and parents are arrayed against each other, magnifies 
the horrors of war, and ends in barbarism, misery and degradation. The 
kingdom of Spain is rapidly sinking into this condition; and every arrival brings 
intelligence of cold- blooded and atrocious murders that hitherto were known 
only in the history of barbarous ages. The pacification of that unhappy 
country appears to be the special province of those nations that rank foremost 
in power and enlightened policy, and whose position enables them to exercise 
a genial influence over the destinies of weaker states. 

" In the name, therefore, of suffering humanity, we venture to appeal through 
your lordships to our most gracious queen, and to the ruling powers of the 
civilized world, and to implore that such measures may be adopted by her 
majesty's government, in concert with her majesty's allies, as shall extinguish 
a revolting warfare, one that for its ferocity and cruelty can be scarcely paral- 
leled in the page of history, and one that, while it continues, hardens the feel- 
ings of surrounding nations. As men of all parties and opinions, we entreat 
your lordships to regard this expression of strong feeling from the city of Lon- 
don, as a proof that its inhabitants consider this subject to be one of the highest 
order that can engage the attention of their fellow-men ; and they trust the 
general opinion throughout Europe is, that no policy can be merciful or just, 
while it neglects the pacification of unhappy Spain." 



IS THE CHURCH EIGHT ON THE SUBJECT OF PEACE? 

We are told that " the church has always been right in regard to peace ;" and the fol- 
lowing extract is a pretty fair comment on this doctrine. 

, N. Y., January 21, 1839. 

Dear Sir, I perceive from the New York Evangelist, that you are the Corresponding 
Secretary of the Am. Peace Society. As such, I take the liberty to address you. 

You are probably aware of the excitement existing in the counties of this State border- 
ing on the Canadian province, in respect to the rebellion in the provinces. From Buffalo 
to Ogdensburgh, and extending very much into the centre of the State, there is a very 
general feeling of sympathy, as it is termed, among the inhabitants, for the Canadian pa- 
triots. This sympathy shows itself in various ways. Some are for war j and many are 
for aiding and assisting by money, and munitions, and men, to revolutionize Canada at 
the point of the bayonet. This feeling is not confined to the rabble ; it has entered the 
ckurclies; and many clmrch-members, through ignorance and misapprehension, are enrol- 
ed in the " Hunter's Societies,"* to promote that wicked rebellion. 

The affair at Prescott has smothered, but not put out this unholy flame. A minis- 
ter in this place, not long since, came out in the pulpit with an harangue, fanning the spirit 
of war, and outraging every feeling of propriety ; and his congregation rapped their canes 
and stamped their feet in token of approbation of his zeal and doctrinesj. 

* These societies, scattered all along the frontier, have been the main-spring of the 
rebellion in Canada. ~ t It was on a week-day. 



